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Dear Governar, Legislators, and Citicens of Montana:
lamm honored to present to you the Momana Borkers’ Compensation 1909 Annua! Repory,

A5 we work Logether to provide Montana busincsses with heslthy, productive, and rewsrding
work sppoctunitics, the collestion and cxamination of good data is essential o understand our
current work' environment and, subsequently, kow to improve it. The Warkers' Compansatian
(W) databaze is the key 1o this data in the W arcoa and we are proud o provide this service to
Motitana. :

The' annual reporc iz only one of the many specific things we do as we work dally toward
fulfilking the depernents mission to promote the well being and opportenities of Montuna's
workers, emplayers, and <itizens and wphold their rights and responsibilicies.  While worbers'
compensation data is collected to provide the Governor apd Legislatue with the nqanagoment
information they need to provide @ healthy, efficient workers® compensation system, tere are
other benefits that can be derived from the data collccied, This report is designed to assicr all
patticipants in Montana's Workers' Compensation Systern to understand cvolving trends and
devetopments and to help maintain an efficient, effective program.

The accumulation of cach year's data is the tesult of many peoples’ efforts.  The insurecs,
adjusters, attorneys, Workers' Compensation Court, and Department of Labor and Industry staff
who eontribute divectty (o this cullection effort deseve special thanks. -

Also of special note, this is the first of thess reports available on the Intemer We have achieved
another mifestene in pur continuing efforts to make more informaton more readily available 1o
more people. We intend te continue to improve both the product and the process.

As in prior years, your suggestions for improvement of our report ave gratefully received.

Sincerely,
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PAT HATFEY
Commissianer
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